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In Oxford City, however, the licensing justices are a panel formed
from the whole body which itself acts as the confirming authority
and also as the 'compensation authority'; the contributions to the
Compensation fund' are collected by H.M. Commissioners of Excise
and paid to the city treasurer acting as treasurer of the compensation
authority. The compensation authority at its principal meeting,
which is public, is a judicial body acting judicially.1
Appeals from the courts in Oxford and Abingdon may be taken to
the recorders of these boroughs and from the county benches to the
appeals committee of quarter sessions (one of whose members must,
if practicable, be a woman in cases of appeal from a juvenile court),
or the justices may be asked to state a case on legal grounds for the
consideration of the High Court, Such appeals have been few,2 and
in even fewer cases have decisions been reversed, but it must be
remembered that an appellant must enter into recognizances for the
costs of both sides in the appeal, and many litigants are unable to
meet this requirement. It is apparently rare for a poor litigant to take
advantage of the Rules of Procedure (1933) which permit the grant
of legal aid in appeals in certain circumstances on a certificate from
the magistrates.
]memk courts. The Children and Young Persons Act of 1933
requires the justices in each petty sessional division to set up a panel
from among their number, composed of persons specially qualified
to deal with juvenile cases. From this panel a juvenile court con-
sisting of not more than three justices (at least one of whom should
be a woman) can be formed to consider all cases involving persons
under 17 years of age, including applications to adopt children.
The panel for Oxford City consists of eleven justices—seven being
men and four women—under the chairmanship of the Chichele
Professor of International Law. Members attend the court in rota-
tion. Fifty-five meetings of the court have been held between its
establishment in October 1933 and October 1936. The procedure of
the court is deliberately informal It does not meet in the courtroom,
but in the magistrates' private room, and the general public is ex-
cluded; in the city the police, if present, wear their uniform, but in
the country they wear plain clothes. The composition of the juvenile
court panel and the number of court meetings in the rest of the Area
are shown in Table 60. It appears that relatively few cases are
brought before the juvenile courts in the counties. The reasons for
1	For the arrangements in the counties see p. 252 below.
2	Taking 1931 and 1936 as typical years there were only two appeals in 1931 and
four in 1936 from the seven courts; in 1936 two judgements were reversed on appeal.

